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to be by himself; Paderewski enjoyed a sociable game of
billiards or bridge ; Pilsudski lost himself in the individual
joys of secret scheming at chess. He was in close touch
with the spiritualist Ossowiecki, with whom he would cany
out mystical experiments in secrecy and seclusion. In his
hobbies as well as in his art Paderewski joyfully accepted
things as they were, without trying to go beyond them.

Even when the chance came for an understanding
between the two men, it would be upset by people around
them. Paderewski and Pilsudski each represented for his
followers a definite method and a school of thought. For
most of them a deeper collaboration would have meant the
sacrifice of their particular comfortable creed, and so they
did everything in their power to prevent that. At times a
human understanding seemed almost possible ; but their
followers would not have it. Gossip and intrigue were
hard at work to prevent it, promptly exaggerating any
difference that arose. On Paderewski's part it was by no
means a personal animosity. He was made to believe that
Pilsudski was Poland's greatest danger, and so he saw in
him the cause of any national failure. He was beginning
to hate Pilsudski, not so much as the Chief of State, but
rather as the dark power that would ruin Poland. And yet
there existed vital points of community and understanding.
Both Paderewski and Pilsudski were striving towards the
same goal; both worked for it without personal selfishness,
with similar devotion and patriotism; both were men of
such outstanding gifts that, left to themselves, each might
have appreciated the qualities of the other, forgetting
differences of opinion.
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It was the opinion of many that Paderewski's political
career in Poland would have been somehow different if
his wife had been able to play a different part.
Madame Helena Paderewska took in her husband's new-